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KON KATU ROAD REPAIR PROJECT  
A MiVAC INITIATIVE  

 
 

About MiVAC 
 
1. The MiVAC Trust is the initiative of Australian Vietnam Veterans who cleared landmines in 

Vietnam and have seen first hand, the devastation caused by these indiscriminate weapons. 
 
2. It is a voluntary organisation that has its primary aim to be fundraising and to inform the 

community of the dangers of landmines.  The concept of MiVAC is not only to bring relief to 
those people living in areas affected by mine warfare, but to also provide a positive focus for 
those who served overseas, in any capacity, and are concerned about what has been left behind 
on their return to Australia. 

 
3. Money raised is allocated to projects identified to the trustees of MiVAC by Australian de-

miners, other Non Government Organisations or Federal Government agencies.  80 to 90% of 
funds effectively reach the identified projects. 

 
4. Projects may include: 
 

a. Assistance to an Australian mine clearance operation, 
b. Provision of artificial limbs to victims, 
c. Medical/hygiene assistance to areas affected by land mines, 
d. Provision of farming equipment, 
e. Support to children in mine affected areas. 

 
About Kon Katu Road Repair Project 
 
5. This project was proposed by the Queensland MiVAC representative, Mr Derek Smith.  He 

visited Kon Katu in 2007.  The Trustees have approved that the project be conducted as a 
MiVAC venture.  All donations to this project are tax deductible.   

 
 
Where is Kon Katu 
 
6. Kon Katu is a small village north west of the city of Kon Tum, in the Central Highlands of 

Vietnam.  The nearest airport is located at Pleiku. 
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Figure 1 - Vietnam Map.  Box indicates Kon Tum 



3 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CHEQUES PAYABLE T O 
MiVAC VIETNAM PROJECT J216.  DIRECT CONTRIBUTIONS C AN BE MADE TO 

MiVAC VIETNAM PROJECT WESTPAC BANK BSB 037001, ACCO UNT 410553 

 
 
 

Figure 2 - Topographical Map of Kon Tum including Kon Katu Vil lage 
(Use of this map has been approved by Mr Ray Smith) 
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Description of Project 
 
7. Project Aim:  To provide an ‘all weather’ access crossing of the mountain stream that flows  
 into the Dak Bla River, Kon Katu Village, Kon Tum. 
 

The flooding of the road at Kon Katu during the monsoon season denies access to the villagers 
and other users.  This lack of access has a significant social and economic impact on the 
villagers and on villagers further along the road.  Without suitable road repair at the 
intersection of the stream to the Dak Bla River, there is high risk of continued reduction of the 
welfare of the villagers and other users of this road. 

 
8. This crossing will allow the villagers and other citizens of Kon Tum and surrounding districts, 

to have continued access to and from Kon Tum and outer areas, in particular to town markets, to 
extended family and to farming areas. 

 
9. The intent in the first instance is to construct a multibox culvert with concrete wing walls, set on 

compacted sandy gravel with a reinforced concrete pavement on top.   
 
 

 
FIGURE 1 – SECTION VIEWS OF MULTIBOX CULVERT 



5 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CHEQUES PAYABLE T O 
MiVAC VIETNAM PROJECT J216.  DIRECT CONTRIBUTIONS C AN BE MADE TO 

MiVAC VIETNAM PROJECT WESTPAC BANK BSB 037001, ACCO UNT 410553 

 
FIGURE 2 – PLAN OF MULTIBOX CULVERT 

 
10. Project Location Information: 
 

a. The village of Kon Katu is located north west of Kon Tum on the banks of the Dak Bla 
River (See Figure 2 – Map GR 2089).  The village is situated approximately 20 km from 
Kon Tum.  The Dak Krai and Dak Loi rivers converge and flow down range into the 
Dak Bla River at GR 199897 which is approximately a further 1.5 km beyond the 
village.  A dirt road connects the village and outlying centres, to Kon Tum.  Vehicle 
access, particularly during the wet season (May-Oct) is restricted to four wheel drive. 

 
b. The Village Chief advises that during the wet season, the converging rivers become 

flooded thus denying reasonable access to and from the village.   
 
c. Pictures below show the road and stream entering the Dak Bla River, and some of the 

village children of Kon Katu. 
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Status of Project as at May 2008  
 
11. Two civil engineers and a MiVAC representative have visited Kon Katu and have 

submitted a detailed report on the feasibility of the outline plan of work.  The engineers 
are now producing detailed plans for the task.  Negotiations will be entered into with the 
Vietnamese Government to seek their approval to proceed.  A meeting has been 
arranged with Mr. Mal Skelly, Consul General for Australia, in Ho Chi Minh City. A 
suitably qualified road construction supervisor from Australia, to oversee the work and 
to provide training for the villagers in such work and in maintenance of the work has 
been appointed.  Labour will be provided by the villagers of Kon Katu.  Plant and 
materials will be sought from within Vietnam however funds will need to be raised to 
pay for costs associated with the project. 

 
Project Contact  
 
12. The MiVAC contact person for this project is Derek Smith, mobile phone number 

0438221114; email dvsmith@ozemail.com.au   MiVAC web site is at 
www.mivactrust.org . 

 


